
 

Siskinites Weekly Post 
December 2nd, 2016  

Secret Friend Holiday Gift Exchange 
December 2016 

 
Hanukkah Story and Party 

December 12 
 

Holiday Breakfast 
December 16 

A Gift From the Hens! Siskinites will celebrate the holidays with a special breakfast, Friday, December 
16 at 9:00 AM. 
 

Holiday Cookie Swap 
December 16 

 
What’s your favorite holiday cookie? We’d love for you and your child to share it with their classmates 
at our first annual cookie exchange on Friday, December 16. We will have 23 kids participating so 
each should get a delicious variety to take home for their families.  
 

 

Siskinites enjoyed some sunshine after their visit to Legion of Honor for their poetry workshop. 
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Room 6 Headlines 
I hope you had a great Thanksgiving! There are a lot of fun holiday events coming up and a lot of learning 
to do in the next few weeks! Be sure to check the Friday post weekly! The class and I are very excited 
about both!  
 

Wildstyle Update 
Date Change For Wildstyle Runway Show and Family Creature Feature Potluck  
 
The third grade and my 3/4 was planning on having their Wildstyle Runway show and family potluck 
together on December 14 at 6:30. I know I asked you to save the date, but I always was feeling tentative 
about that day. I had hoped that I could convince the other third-grade teachers to move the 
performance into January like we had it last year. It was so wonderful to have the performance as a 
standalone special event and celebration of learning after the holidays. After some thought, I have 
decided that it would be best if we postpone the Siskinite's Wildstyle Runway Show until after the busy 
winter holiday season is over and everyone is back in town! I am sorry that the other classes will not be 
joining us, Siskinites will be done with their Wildstyle scripts and study before vacation as planned, and 
upon return, they will work on the performance and their performance art skills to bring their learning to 
life on January 11. In January, we will be also be working with the Marin Theater Company for 
a performing arts block of study. Students will be able to apply what they learn in drama to their 
performance in Wildstyle. At the Creature Feature potluck we will be serving omnivores, carnivores, or 
herbivores based on each creature's diet.  
Thank you for your understanding! Please save the new date! 
 

Report Cards 
 
Soon you will be receiving report cards for the Fall Trimester in your mail. The first thing you will see is 
the grading system for the year. We are using a 1 - 4 grading system. Here is what each number stands 
for: 
 
    1 - Minimal understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    2 - Partial understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    3 - Adequate understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    4 - Thorough understanding or ability to apply standard. 
           NA - Not assessed this term 
 
 
    My goal is that your child will have adequate or thorough understanding of all grade-level standards by 
the end of the school year. For Fall Trimester, I expect most students to be receiving a 2 or a 3 (partial 
or adequate understanding) in each standard because many of the Common Core Standards encompass 
many levels of complexity, taking two to three trimesters of teaching and learning for most students to 
achieve mastery.  In science, social studies and specialists classes your child may receive a 4 because 
each trimester has a new group of discrete skills and concepts that are being taught and learned.  
    If your child has received a 1 (minimal understanding) or a 4 (thorough understanding), I have made 
sure to explain the grade in the comments. Finally, because this is a school-wide report card, you will 
see a section for Drama and Spanish, which our grade level does not use. The grades for Drama and 
Spanish will remain NA (not assessed) for the entire year. 

Please let me know if you have any questions! 
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Secret Siskinite Friends Holiday Gift Exchange 
 

Students have their secret friend's name for this secret special gift exchange activity! I asked everyone 
to keep it a secret, and if students need any advice about what to make their secret friend, I asked 
them to come talk their family or me! Please let me know if you have any questions! 
 
 

Poets in the Gallery 
 

 The first session of our Poet's in the Gallery workshop was amazing! Our poet, Kim, is an award 
winning poet in SF and an art historian, not your average docent! Students learned how to 
observe works of art with the eyes of a poet and began to see the connection between creating vivid 
images with their words and those that are created through art. Kim gave students context for 
understanding the 17th century objects, their origin, and themes they conveyed observed in paintings 
by bringing them into a room furnished with objects from the period of history the paintings were 
created. It was as if they stepped into the paintings themselves! The writing and the critical thinking 
and analysis about the artwork truly stretched students intellectually, creatively, and academically! 
The class could not get enough of this experience and are looking forward to their next and final visit 
on Tuesday 12/6 from 9:30 to 11:30. We leave school at 8:30 and will return by 12:00. We are still 
looking for a couple drivers! 

 
 

Math of the Real World 
 

Students are putting their math skills to work this week comparing and using numbers from the real 
world. Using books by Steve Jenkins that describe the actual and prehistoric size of animals 
with mathematical data about their physical characteristics and behaviors has provided students with 
an exciting and engaging opportunity to practice place value, rounding, reading and writing numbers, 
and subtraction, addition, and multiplication strategies as they write and solve scientific math word-
problems. In another book, students explore the measurement of time by comparing the rate at which 
things happen, living and nonliving, in the real world.  
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Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 

January Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

12/6 8:30-12:20 Poets in the 
Gallery 
Place of 
Legion 

Carpool Devorah Major, poet and teacher, and 
other Bay Area poets will lead students 
through two 90-minute sessions at the 
de Young and the Legion of Honor. 
Students will participate in a variety of 
writing exercises designed to raise their 
awareness of the art objects they are 
viewing and to sharpen their ability to 
use language effectively to interpret 
what they are seeing and experiencing 
around them. 

Friday  
1/6/17 

8:45-1:20 
(program 

10:30) 

Look 
Learn 
Create 
Program: 
SFMOMA 

 

Carpool Students are invited to look, discover, 
question, and explore modern and 
contemporary art through lively 
discussions, careful observation, and 
activities that get them thinking like 
artists. Tours address Common Core 
State Standards, encouraging critical 
thinking, evidentiary reasoning, and an 
appreciation for diverse perspectives, 
while developing content knowledge. 

 

January- 
April 

 

8:25-10:00 Japanese 
Drumming 
Sausalito 
Sister City 
Project 
 

At School Cherry Blossom Festival Performance 
In Japantown April 15th 
 
 

Tuesday 
1/31/17 
Through  
2/1/17 
 

Overnight 
Parent 
Volunteers 
Needed! 

Old Adobe 
Environmental 
Living 
Program 
Petaluma 
Adobe State 
Historic Park 
3325 Adobe 
Road  
Petaluma, CA 
94954  
707-762-4871 

Carpool Take an overnight trip back in time to 
early Mexican California in the 1840's 
and discover everyday life at this 
incredible rancho. Today's students may 
live the past by taking the roles of 
people who lived in the area during this 
time.  The program at the Petaluma 
Adobe follows the curriculum guidelines 
set by the State of California for the 
Rancho time period as well as 
the  Mission System, Fort Ross, the Land 
Grants, the Bear Flag Revolt, and the 
Gold Rush. 
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  Sausalito 
Historical 
Society class 
(SHS) 
School Visit 

At School Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of 
settlement left its mark on the land. 
 

  SHS Historical 
Society and 
City Hall Trip 

Walking Social Studies 
Students examine primary resources 
Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of 
settlement left its mark on the land.  
 
Students explore the role of rules and 
laws in our daily lives and the basic 
structure of the U.S. government. 

    

World	culture	and	language:	Heroes	
and	Zheroes	Storytelling		
Recount	stories,	including	fables,	
folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	
cultures;	determine	the	central	
message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	explain	
how	it	is	conveyed	through	key	
details	in	the	text.	
	
Describe	characters	in	a	story	(e.g.,	
their	traits,	motivations,	or	feelings)	
and	explain	how	their	actions	
contribute	to	the	sequence	of	events. 

 
 
 



 

  6 

Homework Assignments 
• Assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
•Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and content 
 

Family Project: Work on and made Secret Friend Holiday Gift 

Cursive: letter: s 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion 
questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and 
record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News: Scholastic News and activities 

 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages; Capture 5, Close to 100 (3rd 
grade), Close to 1,000 (4th grade) 

 
Optional Assignments 

 

Spelling:  Spelling BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 
 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 
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Math Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Morning Math and Number Talks  
• Using all operations to solve travel, distance and 
measurement problems 
3rd: working with numbers through 1000 
4th: working with numbers through 10,000 
• Writing and solving real world word problems 
• Using a “check” problem to check for precision and 
accuracy in answers 
 

 
Siskinites never miss a beat of learning when on field trips!  
While waiting for the plankton science lab to begin, students 
had math class on the beach! Groups measured and 
calculated distances between numbers using many different 
tools including body parts!  

Writer’s Workshop 
What are students doing and learning?  

 
• Developing the Storyteller’s Voice; use exact “show, 
not tell” details and dialogue 
•Taking a closer look at work using a checklist to create 
strong beginnings, middles, and endings  
• Using transitional words between beginning, middle, 
and end of stories 
• Wordsmith workshop: a focus on building structurally 
sound simple and complex sentences while avoiding 
fragment and run-on sentences  
• Drafting small moment stories: objects, people, places 

 
Students are not daunted by the Thinker “Dante!”  Once  were 
inside the walls of the marble Place, they too became deep 
thinkers as they analyzed European art that was 100’s of years 
old and wrote poems to describe the materpieces. 
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Reading Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Nonfiction Reading Strategies: boxes and bullets 
• California Weekly (4th grade): The First Californians 
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings 
• Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  
• Poetry analysis: The Black Book of Colors 
 

 

more reading… 
• Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study 
• Continuation stories 
• Reading and recording main idea and important 
supporting details  
• Narrative story elements: literary analysis 
 
 

Science 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Plant and animal adaptive structures and 
functions 

 •  Sunflower Sentry Inquiry: What sort of plants 
are adaptive to a wet, cold, and shady winter 

environment? 

The smallest internal/external structures that I have 
ever seen! 
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Social Studies 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Miwok Geocache Projects 
•California Dreamers explore the First Californians in 
their “expert” regions 
• Cultural history of El Presidio of SF  
 
The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence  
to answer mysteries about California and    
Sausalito’s past?  

more social studies… 

The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer 
mysteries about California and Sausalito’s past? 
Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging for 
clues about the past through experiential learning on 
field trips, while reading books back in class, by 
analyzing primary sources such as letters, journals, 
paintings, photographs etc. to learn more about the physical 
geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region.  
 
Beneath that layer of understanding, like anthropologists 
they will uncover clues about the first Californians, Native 
Americans who lived in Sausalito and Marin and in the 
different regions of California. 
  
Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast their 
research to better help them understand that the 
environment in which a group of people live in be the 
creation of “cultural” geocaches with archaeological 
catalogues.  
 
The final project will be the creation of “cultural” 
geocaches with archaeological catalogues. Student 
catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the 
location it was found, material it was made from, and its 
cultural significance.    
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Life skill tool of the month  

Farm to the table with Barbara 

What are students doing and learning? 

Self-Control 
Students are working on making better choices at lunch. Students are trying to make choices that 
promote a calmer and more enjoyable meal. By using g quieter voice, better manners, and eating 
instead of playing with friends. 
 

What are students doing and learning? 
 
News and pictures are coming next week… 


